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the vehicle of a specific type of exploitation. The
bourgeois dream is that by substituting this relation
to a thing for feudal skve-owning or primitive relations
between men, man becomes completely free. But this
is an illusion. Since man only becomes free through
social relations, this means that the bourgeois shuts his
eyes to facts. For conscious planned social relations he
substitutes unconscious unplanned social relations which,
like all unconscious forces, work blindly and disastrously.
None the less, the bourgeois was determined to
believe that the market was the only social relation
between man and man. This meant that he must
refuse to believe that love was an integral part of a
social relation. He repressed this tenderness from his
social consciousness. In its final form this becomes
the treason of man to his capacity for love, the appear-
ance of love in the form of neurosis, hate, and fantasy,
which the psycho-analysts discover everywhere in
bourgeois man. In one sense the Married Woman's
Property Act was a charter of freedom for women.
In another sense it was merely a charter of bourgeois
repression, a recognition that the economic relations
between husband and wife were no longer tender but
merely cash.
In their early stages bourgeois relations, by intensi-
fying individualism, give a special heightening to
sexual love. Before they crystallise out as relations to
cash, bourgeois social relations simply seem to express
man's demand for freedom from obsolete social bonds,
and this demand for individuality is then a progressive
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